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Max Roimann and three other Commnist functicnaries wore present in Berlin on
the 21st of June. They were surmoned to partlcipate in conversations with the
GED Polittuero, which were made nocessary by the political aituation in the
Ruhr District following the recent elections in North pipe-Yestphalia.

2 The conversations wers concerned with the further decline of Corrmnist voting
strength in tho Nuhr., The Politbuerc had rogeived a previous report from Reimann
in which he stated that an increased Corrmnist vote couid be oxzpected. Fe had
evaluated the French plan for pooling the heavy industries of the huhr as espaci-
ally favorable for the furtheraznes of Cormanist propapanda. The apreading of
“peace” propaganda, which had been agsigred to the KPD, and which could charae-
torize all other German political parties as representatives of the "estern
Furopean and transatlantic war mongers®, had been considered by the Berlim
Polittmero to be an especially promisins line for the KFD 4n “estern Germany

and particulariy in the Ruhr District.

% The SED Politbuero has porceived that, instead of the expected results, the
Communist Party in North Rhine-'estphalia made by far the poorest showinn at
the polls it has made since it bemgan ita activity in the Rubr. The Berlin
conversations were %o attenpt to mpalyze vhether this fully nerative and up-
expectedly poor result was a conssquence of the Duasian policy toward Germany
or was caused by the sconomic and political relationships in Hestern Burope

sonerally.

4. Tho quostion whether the KPD should continuz to work in its progent fornm in
Viestern Germany or should be mer~ed into another or several different ormani-
sational forms was to be examined durins the Berlin taiks. Once agaln an atiemnph
will be rade to shift the main emphasis from the party as such to the trade
undons. The agreement made on 15 Jume 1950 in Borlin between the French
Commnist-led labor union federation and the FDGB will bo taken as the point
of departurs for Comrmunist action amon the workers in Weotern Gormany, par-
ticulariy those in tho fuhr. The connection between the KPD and the SED and,
above all, between the KPD and the USSE, will be soft-padalled in favor of
the propu-anda thems urring the laborin~ populacs in 'lest Gurore to turn
‘arainst the Marshall Plan "policy of exploitation”., In this sense the Gorman—
French trade union agreerment will have priority over the German depsndence

on the USSR as a propaganda theme. c :
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Thege 1lines of thourht are to be discussed in the Berlin talks, and have
heen a~read to by the Soriet authorities.

During the week of 12-16 Juns 1950 the Tolitbuero of the “ZD eoncentrated

mainly on the problem of Jest Berlin. The article written by Pudolf Rerrnstadi in
Usues Deutschlsnd, viich accused the Berlin <ED party leadevship of retreating
befare the actualities of the political situaticn,was written on orders of thy
Polithuero, The purpose was to bring oub into the open the controversy over

what the OIED has done and failed to do in Yest Dorlin. Immediately after the
publication of the article and the "self-critical" answer by Hang Jendretzky,

ths Rrels Conferences of the TED in “Test Berlin took place on 17 and 18 June.

The Politbuero had thourht by this series of moves to make the SED and the
vopulace aware that ones rore an attempt would be nade to penstrate Vesh Berlin.
This time, however, $he new line is to be characterized by a campaisn for Treace®.

Tt has been ascertained that, to date, nnly 50,000 simnatures have been collrcted
from the 'lest Rerlin population %o the retition to oubtlaw the use of the atow
borb. To berin the new campaien, all “fest Berliners wio vork in Zast Borlin,
S-~Bahn workers, ete., will be roquired to sizn the petition. Since the non—
political aspect of the pebition can be easily vlayed up in gports and artistie
cireles, the Politlhuero expects to have considerable sucecess in egt Berliin in
furthoring the "psace™ campairn. As these sicnatures can then be comhined with
the simavbures of convineced Comrmnists, a further inroad is expected to be made
in.other strata of the “est Berlin public. The third party sonference of the
SED yill tut particular emphasis on surestions subnitted by 'est Borlin dele~
sabes, and a plan will be devised vhich is supposed 4o take into consideration
and anguer all the problems peculiar to "Jest Berlin.

Porsonnel chanmag within the landossekretariat of the SED have been undertalen
to aid the irmplementatiorn of this new actlon against 'lest Berlin. Professor
Robert Havemann, who was suspended by the West Berlin iagistrat , has been
ormdered to asoume direction of the campaign and has been attached directly

to the Folithumero.
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